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PRESIDENT  TRUWAN  ASKS  YEAR  OF  UNIVERSAL  lAILITARy  TRAINING 

President  Troman  in  a  message  personally  delivered  to  a  joint  session  of  Congress  on 
Tuesday,  October  23,  aslced  for  inmediate  legislation  for  one  year  of  military  training  for 
every  young  man  between  18  and  20, 

"Each  young  man,"  said  the  President,  "should  enter  training  either  at  the  age  of  18  or 
upon  his  graduation  from  hi^  school,  whichever  is  later,  but  in  any  event  before  his 
twentieth  birthday.  A  trainee  who  completes  his  hi^  school  education  in  his  seventeenth 
year  should  be  eligible,  with  parental  consent,,  to  enter  the  course  of  training  •  .  •  . 

Upon  con^letion  of  the  full  year's  training,  the  trainee  would  become  a  member  of^the 
General  Reserve  for  a  period  of  six  years.  After  that  he  should  be  placed  in  a  secondary 
reserve  status. 

"Universal  military  training  is  not  conscription  ....  'Conscription'  is  comoP^sory  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Army  or  Navy  in  time  of  peace  or  war.  Trainees  under  this  proposed  lAgit- 
lation,  however,  would  not  be  enrolled  in  any  of  the  armed  services.  ...  Only  the  Coxv- 
gross  could  ever  draw  trainees  under  a  universal  training  program  into  the  Army  or  Navy. 

"But  the  basic  reason  for  universal  military  training  is  a  very  simple  one  —  to  guarantee 
the  Safety  and  freedom  of  the  United  States  against  any  potential  aggressor. 

Peace  Based  On  Power 

"For  years  to  come  the  success  of  our  efforts  for  a  just  and  lasting  peace  will  depend 
upon  the  strength  of  those  who  are  determined  to  maintain  the  peace.  We  intend  to  use  all 
our  moral  influence  and  all  our  physical  strength  to  work  for  that  kind  of  peace.  We  can 
Insure  such  a  peace  only  so  long  as  we  remain  strong.  We  must  face  the  fact  that  peace 
must  be  built  upon  power,  as  well  as  upon  good  will  and  good  deeds. 

"Our  determination  to  remain  powerful  denotes  no  lack  of  faith  in  the  United  Nations  Or¬ 
ganization.  On  the  contrazy,  with  all  the  mi^t  we  have,  we  intend  to  back  our  obligations 
and  commitments  under  the  United  Nations  Charter.  Indeed,  the  sincerity  of  our  intention 
to  STjgpport  the  organization  will  be  judged  partly  by  our  willingness  to  maintain  the 
power  with  which  to  assist  other  peace-loving  nations  to  enforce  its  authority." 

Hearings  Begin  November  8  On  Nay  Bill,  H.  E.  515 

Chaizman  Andrew  J.  I4gr  of  the  House  Military  Affairs  Committee  has  announced  that  his  com¬ 
mittee  will  open  hearings  both  morning  and  afternoon  begizmlng  November  8  on  the  May  Bill, 
H.  H.  515.  While  arrazigements  are  still  tentative,  it  is  expected  that  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Army  and  Navy,  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce,  azid  the  American  Legion 
will  be  heard  in  support  of  peacetime  coziscription  on  the  opeziing  days,  November  8  and  9. 
Hsarlzigs  will  be  resumed  on  November  15  with  veterans  organizations  in  support.  The  op¬ 
position  indudizig  church,  labor,  farm,  and  educatiozial  groups  will  testify  November  16, 

19,  20,  and  21.  It  is  possible  that  hearings  may  continue  durizig  the  last  wedc  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  Chairman  May  has  called  for  action  in  the  House  before  the  Christmas  recess. 

Maziy  members  of  Cozigress  are  now  awaiting  the  reaction  from  the  country  to  the  President's 
proposal  and  to  the  report  released  by  General  Marshall  a  few  days  previously  asking  for 
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a  year's  compulsory  military  training.  Some  Congressmen  who  months  ago  were  opposed  to 
peacetime  conscription  have  reversed  their  stand  becaiise  of  growing  fear  of  Russia.  The 
majority  have  not  yet  publicly  canaultted  themselves  since  the  President's  speech. 

Tentative  Line-Up  In  The  Senate 


It  is  reported  that  among  those  favoring  some  such  training  are  the  following  Senators* 


Andrews,  Florida 
Austin,  Vermont 
Bailey,  North  Carolina 
Briggs,  Itlissourl 
Chavez,  New  Mexico 
Eastland,  Mississippi 
Ellender,  Louisiana 
Ferguson,  Michigan 
George,  Georgia 

Those  who  may  oppose,  some 

Budc,  Delaware 
Butler,  Nebraska 
Capper,  .Eansas 
Hoey,  North  Carolina 
Johnson,  Colorado 
la  Follette,  Wisconsin 
langer.  North  Dakota 


Green,  Rhode  Island 
Guffey,  Pennsylvania 
Gurney,  South  Dakota 
Bart ,  Conne  ct  i  cut 
Havdoes,  New  Jersey 
Mil,  Alabama 
Qifihian,  Ohio 
McClellan,  Arkansas 
Magnus  on,  Washington 

(ting  alternatives  * 

McCarran,  Nevada 
MdCslIar,  Tennessee 
O' Daniel,  Texas 
Hevercomb,  W.  Virginia 
Shipstead,  Minnesota 
Taft,  Ohio 


Migrbank,  South  Carolina 
O' Mahoney,  Wyoming 
Overton,  Louisiana 
Had  cl  if  fe,  I4aryland 
Hussell,  Georgia 
Stall th.  New  Jersey 
Tydings ,  libryland 


Taylor,  Idaho 
Walsh,  I4assachusetts 
Wheeler,  Montana 
Wherry,  Nebraska 
Wilson,  Iowa 
Young,  North  Dakota 


Reaction  to  the  President's  Message 


Said  P  M,  "The  President  missed  the  boat  for  two  reasons.  First,  he  Ignored  the  fact  that 
we  are  now  in  an  atomic  world  —  and  there  can  be  no  security  until  the  world  orgeuiizes  a 
govemnent  to  control  the  atomic  bomb  and  to  maintain  the  peace.  It  is  unrealistic  in  the 
face  of  the  atomic  bomb  to  talk  about  mobilizing  quickly  to'  fight  a  war.  If  we  don't  con¬ 
trol  the  bomb  through  international  action,  we  won't  have  any  time  to  mobilize  —  we  will 
be  flattened  before  we  know  the  war  has  started." 


David  Lawrence,  editor  of  United  States  News,  wrote  October  24  in  speaking  of  the 
President's  disclaimer  of  militarism,  "Mr.  Truman  may  not  know  it,  but  no  militarist  ever 
conceded  a  militaristic  purpose.  The  development  of  a  military  caste  cannot  be  prevented 
Just  by  stating  that  there  isn't  any  intention  to  develop  one.  Militarism  is  a  state  of 
mind  and  a  system  of  teaching  which  can  easily  be  foisted  on  the  youth  of  America  .as  it  was 
on  the  youth  of  Germany.  If  the  boys  are  taken  at  an  impressionistic  age  and  tau^t  the 
latest  methods  of  killing,  it  is  not  likely  that  their  professional  officers  will  fail  to 
tell  them  how  to  hate  and  how  to  bayonet  their  potential  enemies  —  as  was  done  during  the 
war  by  a  voluminous  literature  called  indoctrination." 


"If  it  is  conpulsory, it  is  conscription,"  wrote  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to 
his  Congressman.  "We  urge  your  greatest  effort  to  develop  federal  world  government,  free 
economic  exchange  among  nations,  international  appreciation  and  education,  and  an  inter¬ 
national  security  program  subordinating  migd^t  to  the  intelligence  of  modem  science  and  to 
the  good  will  of  a  religion  of  world  brotherhood." 

Friends  Appeal  to  Truman  For  Leadership  To  Reverse  Present  Trends 

Delegates  at  the  Five  Years  I/leeting  of  BViends  in  America,  conprising  numerically  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  Friends  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  sent  the  following  telegram  to 
the  President  the  day  before  his  address  to  Congress  • 

"We  appeal  to  you  as  President  of  the  United  States  to  utilize  the  full  energy  of 
the  government  in  a  program  of  helping  to  the  limit  in  feeding  and  clothing  hungry 
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suffering  peoples,  Including  those  of  Germany  azid  Japan.  We  are  eaiger  and  willing 
to  cooperate  with  measures,  including  continued  rationing,  v\hich  may  be  necessary 
to  supply  the  required  food  euai  transportation. 

"The  world  is  filled  with  crashed  and  sorrowing  children  of  God  eagerly  longing  for 
the  healing  forces  of  peace.  They  look  to  you  and  to  the  United  States  for  courag¬ 
eous  action  in  binding  up  the  wounds  of  war  and  in  lifting  from  the  backs  of  war- 
weary  and  bankrupt  humanity  the  crushing  burden  of  armaments. 

"Already  the  unity  of  the  United  lisitions  is  in  danger  of  disintegrating  into  the 
ruinous  old  straggle  for  power,  spheres  of  influence,  strategic  positions  and 
armament  superiority  vhlch  lead  only  to  war. 


"We  appeal  to  you  to  break  this  tragic  cycle  now  in  the  brief  period  before  fears 
and  suspicions  harden  irreparably.  .Only  the  United  States  can  do  this.  We  would 
Join  with  all  men  and  women  of  good’^will  in  calling  for  a  peace  based  on  forgive¬ 
ness,  Justice,  and  respect  for  the  dignity  of  man. 


"Wh  urge  you  to  act  now  to  halt  the  stupendous  race  in  armaments  intensified  by  the 
atomic  bomb,  to  eliminate  peacetime  conscription  in  the  United  States  and  press  for 
the  world-wide  abolition  of  conscription,'  and  to  lead  in  the  continuous,  creative 
process  of  building  the . international  Institutions  of  peace.  " 


It  is  already  rumored  around  Washington  that  various  alternatives  to  a  year's  military 
training  may  be  offered  if  it  appears  impossible  to  get  the  Army's  plan  throu^  Congress. 
A  greatly  extended  £  0  T  C  program,  a  larger  National  Guard,  and  a  shorter  period  of 
training  such  £ts  three 'or  four  months  in  the  summer  are  among  the  possibilities. 


/ 


Are  You  Doing  All  You  Qan  To  Defeat  Peacetime  Conscription? 

Ask  ten  of  your  friends  to  write  their  Congressman  and  two  Senators,  to  the  dally 
papers,  and  to  the  President  ejqplainlng  Why  they  oppose  peacetime  conscription  and 
calling  upon  them  for  leadership  in  the  other  direction.  Telephone  your  Congress¬ 
man  and  register  your  objections,  if  you  cannot  come  and  see  him.  Congress  is 
going  to  decide  this  Issue,  and  soon. 


Write  to  the  members  of  the  House  Connlttee  on  Military  Affairs,  urging  efforts 
toward  the  world-wide  abolition  of  conscription  and  asking  What  has  been  done  about 
the  resolutions  by  Ccn/ressmen  Joseih  W.  Meirtin,  Jr.,  of  Massachusetts  and  Louis 
Ludlow  of  Indiana.  Yne  members  of  the  Committee  • 


,  Democrats 

Andrew  J.  Iby,  Kentucky 
B.  Ewing  Thomason,  Texas 
Overton  Brooks,  Louisiana 
John  J.  Sparkman,  Alabama 
Paul  J.  Kllday,  Texas 
Carl  T.  Durham,  No.  Car. 
Clifford  Davis,  Tenn. 
John  E.  Sherid^,  Penna. 
Bobert  L.  Sikes,  ilorlda 


Philip  J.  Philbln,  Mass. 
Paul  Stewart,  Oklahoma 
Arthur  Winstead,  Miss. 
Chet  Holifield,  Calif. 
James  A.  Boe,  New  York 
Melvin  Price,  Illinois 

Bexubl  leans 

Walter  G.  Andrews,  N.  Y 
Dewey  Short,  Missouri 


Leslie  C.  Arends,  Ill. 
Charles  L.  Clason,  Mass. 
J.  Parnell  Uiomas,  N.J. 
Paul  W.  Shafer,  Mich. 
Thomas  E.  l&irtin,  Iowa 
Charles  H.  Elston,  Ohio 
Eorest  A.  Barnese ,  Ind. 
Ivor  D.  Fenton,  Penna. 
J.  Leroy  Johnson,  Calif, 
Clare  Booth  Luce,  Conn. 


Order  the  new  pasgihlet,  "Africa  Questions  Peacetime  Conscription,"  15  cents  each 
from  the  American  Friends  Service  Conmittee,  Philadelphia.  Distribute  widely. 
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FOOD  FOR  BDHOPE  AND  ASIA 

Write  to  Honorable  James  F.  Hyrnes,  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  Honorable  Robert  P, 

Patterson,  Secretary  of  Vh.r,  urging  them  to  do  all  in  the  povver  of  thbir  respective  Depart¬ 
ments  to  see  that  hungry  people  abroad  are  fed  this  winter,  including  those  in  Qerxnany  and 
Japan,  vdiere  our  responsibility  is  direct  and  inescapable.  Both  Departments  fear  un¬ 
favorable  public  reaction,  and  need  encouragement  and  s-ugpport  to  do  more  than  they  are 
doing.  Ihe  basic  picture  on  food  portrayed  in  the  October  Newsletter  still  holds  good. 

Use  the  infonriation  in  that  Letter  widely.  America  most  share  her  nbii«dAT^<*e  now. 

The  appropriation  of  $550,000,000  for  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Ad¬ 
ministration  passed  the  House  yesterday  (November  1)  with  several  amendments  including  one 
to  withhold  funds  from  countries  not  giving  free  access  to  the  press.  While  a  desirable 
goal  in  itself,  it  is  a  questionable  restriction  now  at  a  very  critical  time.  The  approp- 
ration  goes  now  to  the  Seriate.  The  appropriation  for  next  year,  of  $1,350,000,000  has  not 
yet  been  talcen  up  by  Congress,  and  yet  UNRRA  should  be  buying  supplies  now.  America 
fiddles  while  humanity  starves. 

atoi^jic  bomb 

The  House  Military  Affairs  Committee  reported  out  the  revised  May-Johnson  Bill  on  October 
30  by  a  vote  of  17  to  10.  This  measure,  which  would  create  a  nine-man  Federal  Connission 
with  sweeping  controls  over  development  of  atomic  po\'ver,  may  reach  the  House  floor  next 
wseh.  Prime  Minister  Clement  Atlee  of  Great  Britain  and. Prime  liinister  W.  L.  McEenzie 
King  of  Canada  are  expected  in  Wa^ington  November  11  for  three-power  talks,  including 
control  of  atomic  energy. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Opperiheimer,  Director  New  Ifexico  Laboratories,  in  the  hearings  denied  that  atomic 
bombs  were  appropriate  weapons  for  police  purposes  and  stated  that  a  police  organization 
did  not  azmihilate  populations.  Dr.  Irving  Lan^mu.ir,  Associate  Director  of  the  Laboratozy, 
General  Electric  Company,  said  the  only  defense  is  **not  to  bo  in  that  place,"  and  asked  the 
statesarcen  to  work  for  a  world  organization  powerful  enou^  to  stop  absolutely  the  produc¬ 
tion  or  laying  in  reserves  of  atomic  bombs.  Dr.  Harlow  Shapley,  Director  Harvard  University 
Observatory,  declared  that  "it  is  selfish  and  perhaps  dangerous  to  conceal  knowledge  or  to 
obstruct  its  use.  " 

•LHlCrlSLATION  IN  BRIEF 

,  H.  R.  7  to  reueal  the  -Doll  tojc.  as  a  requirement  for  voting  in  seven  southern  states  passed 
the  House  in  June.  It  is  now  on  the  Senate  calendar  and  the  proponents  of  this  measure 
are  seeking  additional  Senatorial  support  for  cloture  if  necessary  to  head  off  a 
threatened  filibuster.  They  hope  for  Senate  action  about  the  middle  of  November. 

The  bill  for  a  Permanent  Fair  Employment  Practice  Commission  is  still  bottled  up  in  the 
House  Rules  Committee.  About  70  signatures  are  still  needed  on  a  discharge  petition  to 
bring  the  measure  to  the  floor  of  the  House  for  debate  azid  a  vote.  Has  your  Representative 
signed  the  discharge  petition?  Action  is  still  being  held  up  in  the  Senate  by  threat  of  a 
filibuster. 

On  October  30  the  House  passed,  347-0,  the  Vinson  Bill  H.  Con.  Res.  80,  e:Q>res8ing  "the 
sense"  of  Congress  that  the  United  States  should  maintain  a  -poatw^r  naw  of  1082  fluting 
ships.  This  v/ould  include  at  least  —  3  large  aircraft  carriers  of  46,000  tons;  24  air¬ 
craft  Carriers  of  27,000  tons.  10  llg^t  carriers  of  11,000  tons.  79  escort  carriers.  18 
battleships.  3  large  cruisers;  31  heavy. cruisers;  48  li^t  cruisers.  367  destroyers. 
300  destroyer  escorts.  190  submarines,  and  "sufficient  aircraft,  auxiliary  vessels,  mine 
vessels,  landing  crafi,  and  drydocks"  io  s-upport  the  fleet. 


( 
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